Our Vision: A Church that is truly for all.

Want to Become a Reconciling Congregation?
Here's How!

If your church is looking to declare its commitment to LGBTQIA+ inclusion in the
UMC by joining the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), an upcoming event in
Downers Grove may be helpful! The event on Saturday, November 4, is for folks
who want to "Learn how to become a Reconciling Congregation.” Visit this
webpage for more details and to register for the gathering.

A Note on Hearing of Recent Misinformation

Friends and colleagues,

It has been brought to our attention that there have been letters sent from people
associated with an already disaffiliated church (Decatur Grace) to existing UM
Churches. This letter offers the assistance of their lawyers and claims to be able
to bypass the conference system.

No one can bypass the system as explained in paragraph 2553, and to try to do
so through the civic courts would lead to more undue harm than any good that
would be available. This letter campaign is causing confusion and anxiety in
spaces it need not and is not shared in a way that furthers the work of any church.
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rjsk8Sp2XltE8uT4fq7RKUfSu14eac6kc7udUdB1el6AgYlOcB6ITLB5kmNpIWV0gQDTe8I_2m5QWSVX3PVPNJhYD8t-MiEI4zRhWWUp1WHkfFEV8T3KynmJ63JATcHP8A1zQ_9LvJL88JrWA-nVV8mTtUErh86p-r8B1O5yCOL2y0zZltzNI8kazxt1FUpEkW-fia2FwJkEkLPn0ezJLh4Su8RNsbVr1FQxqmtaAQy23GRd9_I_YiisYKMTnMj2j6bu5CfvYJMzDaUx1EfBzeI5e_qMWlbPjLqL04tYFx7Wkj0Ri60j0vGzHsEiPMSHWNDDsNDYO9du9PIrwI6-NjaCHNHfCvV89BVReEf8WtIpfE1mKWy6KxtqL5PB07JNIGx-9kF423rBaZKqk-y6dqubGs2dE_SLIPSXRr6pW0gyNwRCKxuno84Zizhr1x-opMp5HHL2s9A=&c=HkQJhs2NARqDObxqzNR7NJ2dKmLjR6Di0zPeWjTm0zO5dVzntSm4kg==&ch=BFpQNAO9D1owF6r-xf5pNbOxEcxltXybu5mp6eEnZUXOEm90CHpurg==

If you are experiencing this or another similar stressor, please know that we are
here for you. You and your congregation are not alone. We hold you in prayer and
stand ready to be there in support with whatever actions we can.

We have people who are willing and ready to talk to your church if there are talks of
disaffiliation going on. Let us know if we can help!

Weekly Devotional: Romans 13:8-14
from Rev. Robb McCoy

Many commentators have said that we should read Paul through the lens of
Jesus, not Jesus through the lens of Paul. In other words, when the Gospels
and Paul’s letters seem to diverge from their focus and theme, it should be
the words, actions, and message of Jesus that should inform how we read
Paul. Not the other way around.

This is an essential concept for those who advocate for LGBTQ+ inclusion in
the church because most of the Biblical reasoning for exclusion comes from
the letters of Paul, not from Jesus. This isn’t to say that Paul’s words are
dismissed. Many Christians who claim the term “orthodox” in regards to
LGBTQ+ inclusion make the accusation that progressives “cherry-pick” the
Scriptures. | myself have been accused of treating the Bible like a buffet —
take what you want and ignore the parts you don't like.

Yet Paul himself does it. The letter to the Romans is long and
argumentative. It is full of logical turns, rhetorical devices, and elaborate
metaphors. It is arguably Paul’'s greatest work and the most influential book
of the Bible, shaping and inspiring important thinkers and Church reformers
like Martin Luther and our own John Wesley.

Here, as Paul approaches the end of his letter, he goes back to Jesus. All of
his arguments, explanations, and theology are summed up in the same way
Jesus sums up the Law and the Prophets: “You must love your neighbor as
yourself.” Paul himself is putting the lens of Jesus over his entire letter, and
then he goes a step further to explain this in verse ten: “Love doesn’t do
anything wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law.”

There are many parts of Paul’s writings with which we may struggle. There
are nuances, details, and intricacies in his letters that are worth examining
and debating. Yet Paul himself boils it all down to this: “Love each other.” In
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his first letter to the Corinthians, he famously describes what that means.
“‘Love is patient, love is kind,” he begins in verse 4 of chapter 13. “Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth” (v. 6).

We who advocate for LGBTQ+ inclusion delight in the truth that is created in
each person. Their truth of who they love, how they express their gender,
and how they express love in the world. We read Paul through the lens of
Jesus because, in the end, Paul does the same thing. Love one another.
Love their truth, and live out loud and open in the light of day.
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